[Application of an immunofluorescent technique on a guinea pig cochlear section for the study of endocochlear pathologies].
Experimental evidence suggests the existence of autoimmune mechanisms in the appearance of cochlear pathologies. Following a recall of studies made previously by different authors, we will present an immunofluorescent technique on a guinea pig cochlear section applied to the study of 22 serums of patients with endocochlear pathologies. The goal of this test is to identify the patients with immunologic disorders in order to adapt treatment using immunosuppressive medication. The findings show the existence of antibodies directed against the cell nuclei, or against the endothelium of the cochlear vessels, or against the endosteum of the inner ear. The importance of these findings has yet to be established.